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ABSTRACT 

To offset sex-related chauvinism in the teaching of 
language and literature in the university, we must not only revise 
our courses, but we must also recognize and combat the inherited 
attitudes toward sexual roles disseminated in elementary and 
secondary schools. Furthermore, we need to neutralize any prejudiced 
concepts which the student may have previously assimilated. Teachers 
should enable students to recognize for themselves instances of sex 
bias in their previous education and to guard against the acceptance 
of such ready-made attitudes and distortions in their college 
experience. Teachers could begin a discussion of sex bias in culture 
with questions surveying the student's previous experience i^hich 
could follow with discussions allowing students to compare views on 
the roles of men and women in our society. Through an exploration of 
literature, folk humor, television programming, advertisements, and 
other forms of media, students can focus upon the prejudice implied 
and the sexual stereotypes which are thus perpetuated. In this way 
the student can recognize occasional bias in otherwise sound literary 
criticism or ether forms of communication. (HOD) 
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V/hilo r)Cr^o boliovc tnat vcrron in the lib^^ration r*ovonicnt define tiio enemy as 
^ no3t rci'-iriir^oS rcrf rd the enemy of bcx-h r.cn and v;o:vjn as the bex-role t>t-;rco- 

typin^; ;rh:c!' dotonainvr: t ie t;ilrJ:: r,.;; of childr-en, rcstriats the develcpncat cf both 
Ticn iiTid vjcren, end r.eV3 .li;r.it3 to ;;0[ien*6 ecoricnic and vocational ? ttai n^v^nis. kale 
chauvinir.rr* thiviv^s only v.iicro .-»\:ch ri.jJd rrcconceptions reniace lo^jic, and female 
C2t c^icVj.vj ni'Ji; v: Si in turn, or/.-r^'j when v: .r-on, ^:cekjnr to dectrcy sex-roJ e bias, tr/ r.~ 
\Xi ce?LVos create, varai'e^h a cciini.er-rholoric of ab:;olute3, nev/ c^nd potentially ijri[rjCon- 
in*: 5t':-ir?otyi C3 for thc:"U;^»j ves and oT.hcrrx, To offoot sex-relatea chauv: i.irm rja ivho 
teachip^'; of iani'a-e c^nd literature in the univeror- ty, vc ifi'St not cn3y r-//ise cur 
ccin'."e5, Ve r.'.'v^t a]so r~'cof3ni::e and ec:nbat tlic jnh'^^rited attitudec ic./ard sexua,*. 
roles di Si:erT, mated in elvinenlary and SGCondaiw :;choc\s, \;e need, furtnor^oro, to 
neutralize any prcj\\dic:cd concepts vhi ch the fr^^siinian r.ay have previously asririijr ted. 
Otherv/ise, he wi]l Lave no critical standards to set in perspective those ccJlejc 
Enclii>h couri'c^s which are \;eakened by sexual bias or to allow hin to respond fully to 
thoce which are not. 



Rather than focus sir:g upon the chau'vdnistic teacher, those ^^ho have conducted 
surveyo seeking to detenriinc the extent of sex-related bias in the teaching of 
English have tended to center upon exanination of textbooks o In their tabulations 
such surveys parallel studies nade in the 1950 which assessed racial or class 
discrimination in teiitcookso T}ie l.'omcn's Caucus' of the Modern Lan£uaf;es proposed, 
unsuccessfully, to the delBf^^ate asoorably last December that the l-iIA undertake a 
comprer^i>.o*: ve review of scxxial bias in English textbooks si.i.ilc.r to that undertaken 
by the liCTE on racial bias. In partial response to this proposal, four i-UA workshops 
on the future of textbooks, scheduled for the 1972 convention, will consider possible 
anti-femini sin in books© 

An imi;ortant recent book. Pi ck and Jane as VictirriS (Princeton, 1972), summarizes 
a National Or£:anization of IJomcn survey of sex-role stereotyping present in 2,760 
stories in 13U elenentary scnool readers published by fourteen major firms o The 
survey includes these revealing statistics: 

Boy-centered stories to ^irl>-centered in the ratio of five to twoo 
Adult male main characters to adult female main characters in the ratio of - 

three to one. 

Male biographies to feT;ale biographies in the ratio of six to oneo 
In the readers uced in fifth and sixth grade, 27 female biographical stories about 
17 different :;omen occur, as opposed to 119 stories about C3 men* Viomun in the books 
represent 2? occupations, while n^n represent I-I47. The tv/enty-f ive for women include 
acrobat, baby-sjtter, cafeteria vorkci*, ca£.iJ.cr, clCoXiinj lady, cock, fat lady in a 
circus, oueen, school crossin>;j t^uard, school nurse, secrt;tury, shopk^cpci , teacher, 
telephone op-;r. '""or, and .;iicho IvCc'.ois, :'ud,^os, aoti'C:;- rr.ers, a:;tronauts^, atliletes, 
architects, dentists, en^jineers, film makers, and voter i ncirians are uniforrrJ.y men© 
In the stories {ji^^s do sor.otldng "clever'* 33 times, while boys Sc-ve the day with a 
great idea or create sometxhing special, like a silver pitcher or a walkie-talkie, 
131 times* In some stories, girls* naiies a].one are mentioned or girls appear in 
y the background of a picture — for instance, as cheering onlook^is vmen a boy wins the 

^ race* Two generations have heard Jane say that she wanta to be a doctor, but that, 

Cj as a girl, she will settle for being a nurse. Dick asserts, »'I viill be an engineer, 
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while liVule GcJly hh.nily croonr;, "I vdll be a mor.rayI" Dick Gcornfully s;u.iin&ri zos 
ths ailuation r.y remarKinfj tnat girls arc Gtupid» 

Sexual sterectvpinc occurs so flagrantly in eler^jntary school liicraturJ tliat 
surveys detailin.; it seen ^:^c^^uitcus; • In c^y readin/3 textbook boys enjoy virieu 
and oxcilinp acivrni ire,'; vidl'^, fjirls are tca^^od by boyo, frightened by loys, or 
excluded frcn their b^dl jaxeso Girls help inother oake, wash disi:cs, sweep, and 
shopj and in their ,nl^^y tiu^e, they pretend to be roctherSo Father sits in his 
easy elixir r..auln^^ uhe i^a^/Orj v/nile luother Serves hija, he sits at th-j head of the 
table, r.akjn,^ t^*e final decision on the family vacationj or else he otanas l.-efore 
the Grand Cc.nyon i^^ivir:;; a four-pa^je lecture on its f:eclogical development before 
mother 'h\\/jjj^/c3 tiiai^ she open the picnJc basket. In our local schools Vi:^t.\s (,S'th 
grade, 3cott-r''v:jsr:3n; contains t}iirT>y-rive stories^ only nine include c.n i;. portent 
fcnale cnar:.ct";r, and J^ven of these are about Helen Keller, wiio was a most ai.ypical 
little ;:irlo One of the otrher two stories portrays a frontier doctor who v/ants no 
money for her work, while the last recounts the failures of a ijroup of girls wno 
fix dinnc.i* — the tlello doesnH Jell> the rieat burns, the cake falls, the dog trips 
one of thcmp 

The books which children study jn their other subjects compound and reinforce 
the px'eju'-iices found in the lart^-uafje and literature texts • The ooeial Science s, 
Concep i s c nd VOi os (:>th f^rade, Harccurt Brace Jovancvich, 1970), used in our local 
schools, aevolts orily eight of its 37U pa^es to atter::pts made by American i/omen to 
gain full equality with men and implies that they achieved such equality in 1920 • 
A fourth grade math book. Modem K'lthenatic s Throu^;h biscovery (Silver 'lurdett, 
Korristown, K*Jo, 1966), contains 2yJ i^icoi^ms involving rr.en, II4O involving women, 
and only a handrul involving both, since women seldom get out of the kibchen» They 
leave solely to usu uheir i:rip?'fvssive ,r:atiiematics in order to tuy pans, food, and 
cloth to make aprons o Cf the only three adult females who are not full time mothers, 
two are tec^chers (addressed as Kiss ) and one is a cafeteria worker who has a 
kitchen-tyije problem^ 

Since children through the third grade may spend over ^0% of the school day 
in work related to their reading text and since their recreational books bombard 
them with sijnilar stereotypes of the silly,easily frightened girl and the strong, 
dependable— though sometinos delifjhtfully ^Txi schievous — ooy, one must conclude that 
elementary school literature \rLll prorr<xm our children into ri^jid misconceptions 
about the relative nature of boys and girls and the relative achievement and ambi- 
tions of men and womeno Lf American society remains repressive in its ti-eatment of 
women, the reflection of society in elementary textbooks exa^jgerates "Dhe reality 
but does so with a subtlety that keeps the child from ever rejecting the portrayal 
as unrealistic* In real life women do get out of the kitchen, and girls organize 
their ov;n ball gajr.e rather tnan pleading with boys to join theirs* The similarity 
in sex-role st^jreotj-pcs in readers published in 1972 and those used in American 
schools at the turn of the century is remarkable© As individuals and as members 
of iniluential organizations interested in the teaching of reading and literature^ 
we have too long pre-occupied ourselves with articles on word-counts and look-say 
methods and failed to den?.nd radical revision of the conceptual treatment of human 
beings in the first literature children read for themselves » 

II 

Two studies, both reported last spring in R esea rc h in the Teaching of English , 
move beyond the consideration of sex-biacod ..extbooks • Their authors suggest teach- 
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ing methods that, reco^jiiize sex Hifforences dn adolescents, and they analyze 
dlfferirv^ re-actions ctnd achicViimtXzcf toyn and of f;irls when, in the one study, 
they uoe* identical roriainr: lists and when, in the. other, their connositions are 
grad'^d hy id-vntical r^thodOp ^'Oth studies iri/ly that adolescent i^oys ar - at 
disadVc.ni.uKC i£ -^JViish t^^ach-ris ^'i^e theri no cpeciiil consideration. Identical 
treat; icr;t of all tcoriar^jrs di recriminates r-ainst boys who mature more slov;ly than 
girls. Rocause boy3» therr.es r;?te lov;er t7^c.dos even when the vnritorc remain anony- 
mous, V/. Lon Kartin ("oex in craJin^ composition," 36-/4?) advocates (l) "r.ale- 
orienteu jnr.traction in ^jor-u-o: ; tion'' to corrjtnsate for male iru-^alurity and (2) i:;ore 
[;racir.: :/ fellow i>tud^j:its v.;;o may react 3e::3 neratively -than t:?achers to i.oor pen- 
manship and to '»rcL'/ilici.siiess, independence, and arf_;ar.entativcnecs," cliarcCterir^:tics 
which he f^.els diii'orentiate bcys^ ton:'erar.ent and v;r tin^ frora cirls*. The study 
itself docs not establish these charcicteria*.ics as "Male." The term "male-orientod 
instruction in cor ;.cr.iticn'* js also not defined, nor is it clear unethcr or not the 
girls will be :,iven this instruction or taught in scf^regated c-cupSo The study in its 
conclusions deals only with recomraendations for boySo 

Hary Beaven ("Responses of adolescents to feminine characters in literf^ture," 
lie-68) coir^ares the rolal.ive ability of boys and uirls to identify with male and 
female charcters in oooks read for I^nglish classes in Cook Countyo She assumes 
that booKS should provr.de characters for ^he students to emulate, and she ccncluc-rs 
that Kirls are ir.pre^rscd by male characters tut that boys are not impressed by feirale 
characters. Sne therefore recoiunends that assiened readings contain strong male char- 
acters since both fcirls and boys can respond to them* (Parenthetically, she recognises 
that one reason students did not find themselves imipressed by female characters was 
that most of those in books read by the classes were "insipid or vicious*" She 
suggests supplomcntinn t,he lists \^ith biographies of adroirable women to provide 
models for the girls.) 

Half of tne girls tested could not respond to the Vnree mairTqueb'LiOxiS: 
(1) the female character they most admired (2) the one they wished to imitate 
or resemble, an d (3) th'3 one they \/ould choose for a mother. Some substituted 
unsolicited comments: "There havenH been any main characters that were women." 
"Literature has been geared toward what the guys in the class would most enjoy as 
my teachers firmly believed the girls vail read anything." (This statement ironically 
anticipates the recorjnondations of the researcher.) Li desperation perhaps, the 
girls chose as characc^ers they would indtate: Juliet, Scarlett O'Har^, and Hester 
Pryniie. Kot far behind were li^ppie. Aphrodite, and Arr. i-Franico They most admired 
Scarlett, Juliet, and Hester, in that order* For a mother, they suggested Hester, 
Penelope, and Ma Joado 

labile I agree neither with all the assumptions nor with the interpretations of 
these studies, tho.y indicate possiVilities beyond the examination of textbooks for 
the stv.dy of teaching methods which must be adapted to both sexeso Varying rates 
of m.aturity in the sexes require flexibility in educational technioues. As these 
studies suggest, ooys m.ust be helped with cpecial problems arising from their imraa- 
turity, but, as they do not suggest, ^irls should be recognized in high school ^^-nglish 
classes as high achievers and challenged^ they should not be allowed to mark time 
while the curriculum is adjusted to the special problems of the boyso 

III 

I have tried to discover a way to measure sex-bias in the teaching of language 
and literature from kindergarten through tv;elfth grad^ which will at the same time 
measure a college freshman's awareness of such bias in his previous education. I 
have not yet succeeded. I anticipated collecting from new freshmen instances of 



-ex-Vas ao3 • ,Tr. ntn , rroa^nc, cl-^.^o '.J'i sci,.i«icn, ant';r,.rotatj on of litf.-rary works, 

t"4er-.n::oi..tion of .t^^c.nt or..poritions. I al30 cxp.ctcd th.r= t.o exploin >:hy 
th-' i'lcrtil-j-.d those -Jn3l.-u.c<iS ?..s ciiaracter: ntic of cluar.'iiiici-ic t- achin-> i^ut^i 
faiDed to r-.aiic^. tk.t the effect of continued cxpc.v-ra to sex.-biao xtS U;.e jcccr .....r;..- 
of i;uch bia;; .3 m.-^ ncm. ..-.t.cicnt rc.t n.-Tectod Dy f ^^^^'^ in nx 5 thin/xn.. 

will -^^ I'-- V ; --le to -'co;-'ni20 jn:>tances of prejudice. If I had not follcwed .ne 
in--'tioT r.v.-v.iy r.iv.-et:-- wi di::cuCGions, at l'.;-.^t '.n my own classes, I nii^ht h£ve con- 
cluded fr/.i :l".ost nc i.-;ncher in Iov:a had in the last thirteen years shown evidence 
of seznal bias in his tei.ching. 

In t'-cir r-'3-on-;es, several wcr.cn r,enerc.]iKed casually and without rct'entFicnt 
that t'v' -r "^ole teachers had been chauvini:;ts. lliir- thoy saw as natural. ..on 
'■rcu''d a^-^^r be --rovd of ^hcir -.r.as'iulinity, dominance, and toughness, rnose 
wo'-r d"S-ribed"chav,viri3:.T. in ter:r:s of their teachers' arro-ant references to tliexr 
wH'cs t--^r r^-.-^i-^t or bhein, their preference for the prettiest stv-acnts, tneir 
telling oFric-.-'e jokes, and their r.akin.: co.rents that belittled -iris in order to 
'■<.et in vHh" ihe bovSo bo^.h nlack and whit-.'^'v/U^n' co.-.plained of 5o:aial, rather tten 
raci?--i. r.^c-'^udice on the part of a teacher of the other sex„ Both ir.ei. aid women 
por-iained o^ -'fenale chauvinism" in teachers they disliked, but identified it only 
as the self-conscious att'^npt to call attention to tneir femininity, attractiveness, 
and helplessness. The tern was never connected with fenale politics, ier.ale acp-ossi/e 
ne<;s, 'or -..'o-.en's Libo C-irls most often attac.Kod the teaci.er who refused to call on 
earer rrls but r^eanwi^ile joi^ cited oijinion from a passive boy. i^ince attempts to 
soi^cxx. mr-jo at;.e:ition and excessive concern v?ith superficial femininity might seem 
more characteristic of a male-dc^dnaved woman than of a fenale protest to nale oomma- 
tion, the asree.-nent ar onc 3t,udent3 of both sexes that onl^ such behavior illustrai^es 
female chauv-inism emphasizes the difficulty of defining the label except in terns of 
reaction to male chauvinism. Female chauvinism, at this point in our cultural history, 
is not yet pucnciaenon parallel to ..ale chauvini.sir,, but ryilier an extension o. it, 
reflection of it, or reaction to ito 

In discussion, stv dents a'greed that £irls have more aptitude for high school 
English t-an Vovs, "-'hile some assur.ed that math and science are for boys and humani- 
ties for -oris," most concluded thct their belief in the superiority of twirls in 
literary study derived primarily from the assumption that women are emotional and 
that emotional sensitivity constitutes the chief requisite for li^-^rary unaerstanding. 
•''bile no student could reccill hearing a teachef make a statement to t his ellect, 
most agreed that their English teachers --usually women-had convinced them that, 
although men may write most of the gr.at literature, women alone can fully p>eciat. 
it. Only women can react intensely to a somet, understand a poem about nature,or 
respond to the nuances of sexual love. Ken may be able to experience the thrilljol 
terror in reading a Poe story or find a rational satii Taction in science fiction. 
If male chauvinism exists ra:r.pantly in elementary and secondary schools, most hign 
school students may be impressed by a subtle female chauvinism which insists that 
if only men can write, only women can read. 

In general, our freshmen do nci recognize sexual bias in their previous educa- 
tion. Enrlish departments need not fear demands -from such students that they imne- 
diatcl" --v-^se all literature courses to rid them of possible anti -feminist aspects. 
The most we can confidently expect is that at least one in every class will ask 
why IJ or a slammed the door of the doll's house. 
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IV 

Vfiiil^ W'? should M-y to define th'^ iiaturo ano seep; of sex-biasod touching 
in the clacsroon:, I think that t'nis icsue is lens i.n>ortant thoii planiuiv; 

frochraii co-:rc.cs in rli-^tcric or ]it-.^raturo w::ich cnabli; the stud';rii. to rec"-:-- 

nizc for r/lr.clf im" t^riCes: sox bia:> in h:.z previous uducaLion and to juard a /cur.st 
the accv vi'ico of o\xh roc-dy-r.aae a-^tituues and dlstcrtionr> in his collt>se exfcricnec. 
The indlvidr.al who 1^' cr-tical o^ ^^'•:caal ec:iv:::iti onG as thev ai'feet cvcrj^day 
behavior wial inr.3olf cee cthor i .o^^le as iiidividuais e::d vail reject ail ttie 
patterns which IJinio the developi-r.nt of hur.aa beings. In suca a eli::.ate of eritical 
ax^aroner.s, stv.dcnts erilr;rin?j the university cx:;jht to be able to diseovcr whieh of 
their vic-v/s are valid and v;hieh are not. 

The teacher wirht well begin a diseuss*^ .>n of sex-bias in our eulture (in 
eduC6t.ion, in literature, in the i.o-ula^ F.rdia) wix^h questions surveying the 
student's 'jrevioiis e:'.vcnencep ^he discussions v;hieh w^/ald follow would allow 
students to conpare vievrs on the roles of men and wcr.en in our sceietyo *^'hile r.ost 
students nay not at fJrct recognise their o-u prejudices and their dependence u;;on 
stereotypes, they may recoj^nize ii^rc^tionaliLies and blindness in the ccrLTients of 
their peers* i'hough they ray not at first question, as such, the chauvinism of 
various kinds vjhich dictated their early educrtion, none viill have forgotten Dick 
and Jane am: v;ill reco;:ai2e as adults the peinixious assunptions of rjale superiority 
in Similar children's bgoks. 

Before long, students in a freshman rhetoric class can undertake impressively 
serious research on this subject. They can survey, for instance, educational mater- 
ials, literary prises, stereotypes in advertising and in television pro£,raitmnro 
••hile they will alr-t-.-dy have rc;ali7>ud that vor.en who endorse products on telev?snon 
are made tojje sli ^htl^v siav in order to seem '^hunan!' ihejLmay notice for^the 
first time that at the enu of the commercial the authoritative male voice vouches 
solemnly for the product's worth and instructs the viewer to buy ito 3ome students 
may wish to follow nov/s reports covering the NOW petition submitted in New York City 
last spring, which attempted to get the license of an ABC station revoked because of 
blatant instances of prejudice against women in programming, news coverage and 
commercials. The petition included such facts as: (1) Softique coinmercials tell 
women; "Kinute by minute . ou become a woman again." But men are never told they 
become men by soaking in the bathtub. (2) Of 1200 commercials monitored, women wero 
depicted as household functionaries in li3f-^, as persons totally dependent on a man in 
3hf^i as only sex object in 17^2, and as dumb comics in 17%. (3) On the day seven 
of eight medals won by the U.S. in the Olympics were won by women, the sportscaster 
led off with "Thank heaven for little girls" and forgot to name the winners© 

Some students find it diffia>lt to question the apparent sanction extended by 
religion to the subordination of v/omen# In a lesson concerned with semantics and 
language changes, one can consider the influence upon our present attitudes of such 
Biblical Mhi^asos and precepts as these: "As for me and my house v.e vriU serve the 
Lord.^' "For a m.an indeed ought not to cover his head... as he is the image and glory 
of God; but the woman is the glory of the man." "Her children shall rise up and call 
her bl ssed." "...one hundred forty four thousand men not defiled by v;omeno"">/hoso 
findeth a wife findeth a good thing >" "Frail vessels." "Possessing one's vessel." 
"Helpi. oet." "Quit you like men; be strong." "How can he be clean that is born of a 
woman?" "'vivos submit yourselves unto your husband." "Let the woman learn in silence 
in all subjection." 
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In such a cor.ridcratjon of lan-'^.u^co, secular idions v/hich minirdz.e the 
importar-^e of vvo: i^n also hcip cc:ivinco tha student that wcmen hccitually are 
seen LIS inforior. ^hey not ';vA..t in 'Vun in the otr .-t," "land wh^-ro our father » 3 
died," and "or:*: t-)Ok It liko a r.an/' 'r.a:}n won-^n are r.cnUohcd in fan^liar .•'.-loricaniiir.:. . 
thcr^ 'OrQ opt to ciac ificd '.;ith children or i-roperty: "Jhe hand that rocks the 
cradle," ^'ivonen ana children -ir^t," -cn* 3 work i3 rover done," and » 'oi^.an^s 
place :3 in th", i/r^*/' Ln '.Mr. ccir.'^ction, C:c:.>i7 HMIcr and Kat.o Swift (:;•;■/ Irrii 
Tjr^g r-'r'jaz/.nj, li'-r. l6, 1??^'), clain that in c-jr.Cii.t Lc t<.rr.r., dc*;ijnuoO:: not 

a'ip j.ar^ £^'p''':j c-v i.uv : '.Jv.bi.f ccie.: of r^an^ To :;upport this contention, they cite a 
research ocaii^o r ;':.^t cn "tho devcloprn*,nt of one uV. rus in rate, ruinea picSj and 
iT.en"; a social Gtudi'^s text v.Iv'.ch states that the pjoneer^^ croct^ed the pl:.3ns >--^t,h 
their vrlvos, children, and cattle; and an arti .ie in I ritannlca Jiinicr on Man wnich 
bei-ins, "f!an i3 '^ne lii^hest form cf '\ife on earth" and nov;here lu'-ntions that r.ankii.l 
involves t^ro soxer^o 

Another storage arsenal students can explore fcr expressions that belittle 
women is folk hur.::r, incluJin^; vaudevilZo and old movies. The v.-or.an driver, the 
mother--in-law ap -car over and over, Ihe classic "iiave you stopped beating your 
wife yet?" and '*I/no w^js Uic^t vcman I sav; you vdth last night?" nay r.ake us think 
again about why wt; laughs "ne shrew, the durib blond, the Aunt Jemi!r.a, the ha-'^hty 
v/oir.^n, the old riaid r.e^a to he seen by the student along with the tight-fisted Jew 
and the squalid Injun who {^riintSo 

Students vnll otser/e how little language has reflected the incresed education 
gf V7oir,en« A coed lorically should be any student at a coeducational institutiono 
The fact that : z desl.f^nates op3y v/cnen reninds us that the nale school is thought 
of as the norrio V;Tiere wonan is a nociifier it notes an exception to the rule, as in 
vzoFian doctor, v;cran v^rite^rj woji.an^ x.ayor. The same generalization nhy be made in 
noting the usages: nale nurse, male prostitute, and male secretarvo 

Students can focus unon the prejudice implied in simple nane-callingo Advertise- 
ments for Gloria Steincm^s new nattazine, Ks, , suggest that use rj; this term may 
wipe out sctne of the more coinmon designations for wcr.en: ferme, dame, bitch, broad, 
chattel, biddy, little woman, frail, filly, skirt, chick, vixen, tomato^ a rag of 
bone/ a hank of hair, bimbo, moll, squaw, babe, baby doll, bag, doll, v;ench, weaker 
sex, and lesser vessel* One could add:n:^iphcmaLiac, cold dish, groovy chick, real 
bring-down, neurotic, frigid wife, prostitute, whore, harlot, woman of the streets, 
member of the oldest profession, bad woman, occupant of house of ill fame, call girl, 
old maid, spinster, maiden lady, gay divorcee, grass widow, cat, kitten, pussy, 
bird, duck, old hen, cluck, gal, little old lady, sister, Women's Libber, bra 
burner, red hpt mara, bluestocking, ADC mother, den motner, ?IA room mother, block 
mother, housewife, hornemaker, and faculty wife» 

The question of the relative in^^ortance of education for inen and for women is 
still an imjiortant issue. »/e must confront freshmen with the fact that sophistical 2d 
men, today as in the past, have viewed the educ<^tion of woman as not only unnecessary 
but dangerouso Views like those collected by Robin Ilorgan ( Sisterhood Is Powerful , 
Vii/.r.je, 1/70, 02 o];p) startle most students: "V.^.cn a vcnan incljut^J -bo learrJr.j, 
there must be scnething ^/rcr.g with her sexual apparat^us. (Nietzsche) man in 
general is better pleased when he has a ^:ood dinner than when his wife talks 
Greek." (Samuel Johnson) "The whole education of women ought to be relative to 
man. To please them, to be useful to then... to make life sweet and agreeable to 
them." (Rousseau) '^A woman who is giaided by 'the head and not the heart is a social 
pestilence." (3al?.ar) "V/omon. . .belong to us, just as a tree that bears fruit 
belongs to a gardener o V/hat a mad idea to demand equality for v>omen»" (Napoleon) 
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"V.Wn fhoold receive a hifher education, not. in order to become doctors, lavrycrn. 
or prof e:;. -or-, r.-jt to rear'thoir on'sprinc." (Alexis Carrel) ='It wcul.i he proi-oiiteroua- 
ly naive to su. ^sst that a B.A. can he nade as attractive to i:irls ao a r--irria;.;e 
licon;;e." (Crayjon l.irk) ".Jonon are usually .nore patient in working at uii^-xcitii 
repotitivf tc-sk3...v;lian v:o:non are encouraced to become competitive too many oi' then 
bcccie dicc---;reea.jle." (I^. hanpji^inin Speck) 

Norr.an ''aQcr'f: T^.e Prisoner of Sex mif;ht be v:orth reading to illustrate 
tht'. effectJvs nse of Ti^rcoiyi:o3 in Si-.tire £-:'air.st -.icuen and to rai^e the question 
of vhethcr at^.-.cks cr-n be anti -LX-.dni ct withjnt being anti-ivonano I.ailor a(i:n.its 
bfcinf frirril'jr.ed oy on "honor e:uard of revolutionary varinas," by -'thin ladies vrlth 
eyeclassef , rio-nonsen.-':; features, mouths tSin as bolorna slicers, a babe in one ann, 
c) hatchet in the oth'-^r, gray e/is brifht vdth btae-iirc," and cannot understcjia 
Gloria ^t'jiner.'G anfer when he'nodifics nis " 'onon at t.hc;ir worst are low sloppy 
beasts" with ".."o-nen at their be.;t are ,:;oduec:r,es." Host impressive of his stereo- 
types may be that describing tho "battle -ax," Bella Ab;;up;: 

Eellal the future JoncressMonan vith oosoms v?hich spoke of buttermilk, 

carnal ab-undance, and the firepower of hard-prowed g-anboats,. ..She had 
a voice which could have boiled the fat off a taxioab driver's neck. It 

was as full of vibrations of power as those machines which rout out the 

grooves in woodo 

I vrould particularly recommend Flannery O'Connor's Ever y thin g': That Rises 
Kust Convor--e (Signet, Qii70it, SSi) . Ker stories not only reflect sex-reiated 
stereo!^'pe37~Lut reveal how the superficial categorizing of people in terms of 
race, age, i/eight, or religion brings tragedy. 



Members of tne profession should be willin- to revise English courses whxch 
too narrowly center UDon male writers, i.-iale critics, male characters, and male 
students from motives* of intellectual integrity, not because women stuaents or 
coPeam-s deraud such a revision, ivomcn's Studies courses and the hiring of more 
female'tcaohers provide no substitute for this re-thinking of the curriculum and 
emphases in a whole department. In such revision, the first priority is to hexp 
undergraduates recognize occasional bias in othen:ise sound literary criticism. 
For example, in a book frequently used by both undergraduates and graduates. 
The ".nrljsh :iovcl by Walter Allen, Allen provides helpful introductions to many 
Hc'ti^wTiters . However, in an otherwise perceptive discussion of George Eliot, he 
assumes that she was liard on all pretty girls in her novels because she was herself 
so homely. In ^uctifvinr his reaction against what he sees as pretentiousness m 
the novels of Virf^inia Woolf, he describes in exa^j^ierated terms the momentary scenes 
of revelation in her works as "a succession of short, sharp female gasps of ecstasy; 
an impression intensified by Krs. VJoolf 's use of the semicolon where the comma is 
ordin-trily onough." In cneaking of Mrs. Gaskell, he subscribes too easily to ready- 
made formulations about the role of a "woman in harmony with the society in which 
she f =.rds herself." (i!e has just finished discussing Jane Austen v?ho was less in 
harmony, since she wi s not tho mother of a large family and the wife oL a. minister.; 
He also assumes that a woman writer cannot t>ortray men and deals best with the 
limited scope of provincial family life, "Host of the time she kjiew enough to confine 
herself to domestic comedy.,. con tent to do wh^ she can do well... The society delineated 
is almost entirely feminine. . .exactly the kind of social comedy in which women novel- 
ists traditionally excel,. . .»^.ere Mrs. Gaskell fails is where so many women novelists 
have failed: in the convincing delineation' of men." 
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>/hen our rj*cudf^r;is arc inferred t':at wor.on vriiters cannot Guccossf-.illy portra/ 
inalG char«';t-.-r::, it i:; they •..•jl.': soon be, able to react critioi.]] r and ask 

why tho. orM.lcc If.-.— c^f.-.n rai:.t;tir. that ri^lo •..•ntcr.s Jo not -'icceosiiilly r>ortray 
fcnalo char.-.ct-rs. Ar..i r,:ro j;.::orta. t, th<^ P.cJ.:rn stuaent ruvt raJeavor to deter- 
mine frofp. his cv.Ti exc-r n: t: on of aitcri-uire v/iivfner oither statenc-nt ir, tnic, 
Th<-.7 "i^st aire -ce th-..t : l c -ranhicsl data r.orr. often influences critica juu-.nonts 
about -.ioror. v.vltcrc. V:'n clout r.on v;rdters, porhrpa tccai-sc Konen are thyu^ht to 
write pore narrowly ir'r- their in; udiato backi:r.und and with less ir.a-; native dc- 
i?.'Chr.ent frcn ^.ctrsJity, 

^In the li.^ht of :-:iairr. Shcwalt-r's fjndin.-r (Liscertr.tion, Davis, California, 
1970j tnat lictorian ^r, rovoli-ts received :-re favorable critici::r- before 
their foralc- 5 centity -.ras divol-j.-d ^han for .-cr - tir.c after.;ards, tho .;r ticisn 
of ferale y;ri t-rs by j .--.lo crlticii naat be regarded more cautiously, es-jccially to 
see li such oir.s _nr-^v;iils. Tao results of a current e:<periinent in which r.:~/s 

fe.T.al'i :ZJ: r/:,r.lor3 hnvi, :v3nt r.anuscrir.;ta ojt first -.fith th^ir' ^iven nar.os and x-hon 
with "ralc-soundinr'' initiaJs to vi Ir.us acadcric jocrr.als ir.ay'indicate such bias 
continv.es, since acoept-aace of papers identified rith only the initials was run::inr 
hxrh^r la.-t -..-inter, .-/onf-n st'jdsiits r-.y be v;itrdn their rit^hts to ask that papers 
be graded without nanes attached, 

Sar.uel Goodrich cstinated that half of the (toss sales of the bock industry 
in America frcn 1P50 to ir.55 were d.-r.estic ncvels by vjonen writers. Those years 
also saw the loss pciTj:iarly succesr-ful appearance of ,;si den . Leav es of Grass, r.c-.y 
Dock, six v.'crks by Hawthorne and so/.e by n-r'.erscn and Lonrrellowo iiawtjiornT'anirily 
wrote that t.'io^ whole country was ^i'^'cn over to thj.s "damned r.ob of scribbling wo;;.cn'* 
and demanded triat lichnor explain to hi™ "th? r.y-'^t'^ry of these innunoivble editior.^'." 
The r.-.otsry still needs o.-aOani tions„ Ihe v/rjters were attacked as "biuestockjr.rs" 
but„in their books thsy frevmed on blv.ostcckj n^s and -r?:inf 0iCB-±-crie idoa" that the 
happy wonaji's place was ir the hone. Granted that these works were inferior, perhaps 
it IS time t.-.at literafore courses a.^ain raise the question of the role of the 
woman writer in our general culture as well as in the history of great literature » 

Other questions we can ask are: Crai fiction written primarily to further 
the feminist movement '-.e great literature? -hafc is a pro-feminist book? V/ould U 
necessarily present air.irable woirien? Does it need to present male characters? Should 
It primarily portray the discrimination aj^ainst women by society'; 

Does a work need to be criticized favorably by both male and female critics 
in order to be hailed as a creat work? Can a book be called a pooular success if 
it is read largely by members of only one sex? 

To what extent can literature be said to reflect the culture and thinking 
of any period in history when only men produced the literature of the period? 

■/nat is feminist criticism? Is it sexist criticism or a reaction a?ainst 
sexist criticism? T 



* For analysis of the textbooks cited on page 2 I am indebted to Iowa City elemcntery 
teacners, Gonne Perkins and Ruth Graber, 



